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Objectives

• Wrap-up

• Q&A KOGPSY II

• Exam information
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Dukes, D., Abrams, K., Adolphs, R., Ahmed, M. E., Beatty, A., Berridge, K. C., Broomhall, S., Brosch, T., Campos, J. J., Clay, 
Z., Clément, F., Cunningham, W. A., Damasio, A., Damasio, H., D’Arms, J., Davidson, J. W., De Gelder, B., Deonna, J., 
De Sousa, R., … Sander, D. (2021). The rise of affectivism. Nature Human Behaviour, 5(7), 816–820. 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41562-021-01130-8

How we started: The rise of affectivism

Dukes et al. suggest that the affective sciences are reshaping key societal domains by 
highlighting the role of emotions in several areas. For example, legal scholars 
recognize how emotions influence legal decisions, while education research links 
emotional well-being to learning. In climate action, researchers increasingly recognize 
that emotions drive urgency and motivate change, and in conflict studies, emotions 
are seen as key forces shaping political and group behavior.
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AFFECTIVISM IN 2050: 
WILL Machines FEEL?

Can theories of emotion and 
motivation tell us whether AI feels?



Man, K., & Damasio, A. (2019). Homeostasis and soft robotics in the design of feeling machines. Nature Machine 
Intelligence, 1, 446–452. https://doi.org/10.1038/s42256-019-0103-7 

Affectivism in 2050: Will machines feel?
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“Our goal here is to inquire about conditions 
that would potentially allow machines to care 
about what they do or think. Under certain 
conditions, machines capable of implementing 
a process resembling homeostasis might also 
acquire a source of motivation and a new 
means to evaluate behaviour, akin to that of 
feelings in living organisms. Drawing on recent 
developments in soft robotics and multisensory 
abstraction, we propose a new class of 
machines inspired by the principles of 
homeostasis. The resulting machines would (1) 
exhibit equivalents to feeling; (2) improve their 
functionality across a range of environments; 
and (3) constitute a platform for investigating 
consciousness, intelligence and the feeling 
process itself.”

Homeostasis: process by which a system maintains internal stability despite external changes.
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Your questions concerning KOGPSY II
(paraphrased and selected)
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Session 2: What is an emotion? (continued)
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• Would it be correct to say that self-centered functions are about immediate survival 
reactions, whereas instructive/feedback functions are about how bodily or emotional 
responses provide feedback and influence future behaviour?



Session 4: Regulation
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• Could you explain the neural basis of emotion regulation?



Session 4: Regulation
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• Is it important to know the details of the table on slide 25? Especially the clinical condition 
and description part? Or is it meant for us to have a more general understanding of the 
implementations?



Session 4: Regulation
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• Could explain the theory integration part of emotional well-being? 



Session 5: Well-being
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• One theory sees the LS, PA, and NA measures as interconnected manifestations of an 
overarching factor: SWB. Can SBW be compared to the g factor? 

• With LS, PA, NA being interconnected manifestations does that also mean that the SWB 
factor can only exist when all the three measures are included? 

• Is an SWB factor less meaningful under the view that treats LS, PS, and NA as 
independent constructs?



Session 5: Well-being
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• Please explain how life events affect cognitive vs. emotional subjective well-being and 
how this differentiates between positive and negative life events.

• Is it right that when asked about life satisfaction, people rely more on a cognitive 
representation of SWB and in this concept a more stable change is experienced after a 
life event? And in emotional SWB (e.g. happiness) people experience a change which will 
revert back to a baseline in most cases after a while (Adaptation).

• Is the change in cognitive SWB stable (strongly and consistently affected) in both positive 
and negative life events? And does emotional SWB go through adaptation in both 
positive and negative life events? 



Session 8
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• Could you explain the main idea of the reward circuitry slide again, especially the cortical–
basal ganglia circuit and the role of dopamine pathways? I understand that reward 
processing is distributed across several regions, but I’m still confused about how the 
cortical, subcortical, and dopaminergic systems interact functionally within the circuit. I’m 
also having trouble understanding which brain regions are the most important to focus on 
and what their specific roles are within reward processing.



Session 8
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• My question is, whether animal models in conditioning psychology can provide a clear 
understanding of motivation. On one hand, Session 8 mentioned that a drawback of 
animal models is their lack of generalizability to humans. On the other hand, we looked at 
devalued motivation and habit formation in addiction; for instance, page 18 states that 
this is due to the prefrontal cortex no longer exercising top-down control. Since this can 
be proven neurologically, are animal models actually effective for understanding 
motivation, or just not to a human context?



Session 9
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• In the lecture you stated that if we wanted to falsify Psychological Egoism, we would have 
to prove that an ultimate desire exists, that is not selfish, but this is obviously not 
possible. However, in the summary is says that Psychological Egoism is an empirical 
claim. How can a theory be empirical if it is neither falsifiable nor operational? 



Session 9: Cooperation
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• Do we need to learn the traits and their definitions on slides 24-26 for the exam? Or 
should we just know that there are 58 different traits but mainly know D (dark factor of 
personality)?



- Multiple-choice: 20 questions Kognitionspsychologie I, 20 
questions Kognitionspsychologie II; 50% A, 50% K-prim

- Language: English (dictionary can be used)
- Time & location: Wednesday, June 3rd, 8:00-10:00, DSBG 

Neubau, Sporthalle 1 (we aim to let people in at ca. 7:30 so we
can start at 8:00) 

Exam



- Once you entered the room, you would need to wait to leave. If 
needed, use the bathrooms before entering the exam room.

- There will be 4 registration desks (rather than 2, as in the 
“Verhaltensregeln” document), organised by name (1st letter of 
1st last name)

- At the registration desk, students must present their ID and
DICTIONARY (book format only) for checking.

- Bags should be placed under own table (not at the front or sides
of the exam room), phones turned off.

- Doors close at 07:55, to allow time for announcements and 
punctual start.

- First 30 minutes: No hand-in between 08:00 and 08:30.
- Final 15 minutes: No hand-in between 09:45-10:00.

Exam


